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is envisaged not only as a human king but a super-
human monster worthy to measure swords with the
angel Atar himself; while Frangrasyana is also suppos-
ed to possess more than mortal powers, since he can
dry up and divert rivers, and can also traverse oceans,
to seize the Glory of the Aryan nations, forcing that
Glory to seek refuge into various new inlets of the
ocean. These super-human kings and champions
of Evil might well remind us of the famous work of
Milton, in which Satan is represented as the great
dynamic character from whose agency much of the
action arises. Like Milton's Satan, Azi Dahaka has
great resemblance to the primal Dragon, and Frang-
rasyana to the fallen angel.
We come next to the supernatural factor, that
element of ?nagic and mystery, which many eminent
students of epics have conceived of as essential for
epics. Here too, the Yasht does not disappoint us, for
nearly half of it resounds wibh the exploits of gods and
spirits, while the descriptions of these can stand com-
parison in many cases with those in the leading epics
of the world. Thus, we read of Kereshaspa slaying the
great demon Gandarewa " that was rushing with open
jaws eager to destroy the living worlds " (section 41),
The same hero also slays the giant Snavidhaka, who
resembles the Titans Otus and Ephialtes, who would
have, as Homer narrates, shaken the dominion of Jupi-
ter himself, had they been allowed to grow to adolesc-
ence, Snavidhaka indeed goes much further than the-
SKtans in his conception of upsetting the universe*